Implementation of the
Youth Employment and
Demonstration Projects Act
In July and August of 1977, under strong political pressure, ngress passed and President Carter signed the Youth Employment and nonstration Projects Act (YEDPA).  The law (P.L. 95-93}, initiated by ngress, substantially increased authorizations for two existing youth ployment programs that were part of the Comprehensive Employment and aining Act (CETA), the Job Corps and the Summer Youth Employment Dgram (SYEP), and created four new programs, the Youth Community nservation and Improvement Projects (YCCIP), the Youth Employment and aining Program (YETP), the Young Adult Conservation Corps (YACC), and e Youth Incentive Entitlement Pilot Projects (YIEPP), a national monstration program designed to encourage dropouts to return and tential dropouts to remain in school using guaranteed work äs an sentive.
The broad purpose of the legislation äs a whole was to provide ployment, training, and demonstration programs aimed at the struc-ral unemployment problems of youths. The more specific purpose of e demonstration programs was "to test the relative efficacy of fferent ways of dealing with these problems in different local ntexts." This Charge was backed by substantial discretionary thority and money, granted to the Secretary of Labor and delegated to e Office of Youth Programs, to conduct research, demonstration, and aluation activities.  In addition to the substantial funds for YIEPP, th YCCIP and YETP included discretionary funds for demonstration ograms. This demonstration purpose, however, was not to preclude the Dvision of employment and training programs aimed at the immediate ployment needs of youths.
Under YEDPA annual outlays for youth programs were double what they ä been in previous years.  In fiscal 1977, the year before YEDPA gan operations, federal outlays for youth employment programs totaled 55 million and served 1.2 million youths.1  Beginning in 1978
hese were programs serving youths only. Additional expenditures of 27 million served another 0.8 million youths in adult programs under 5 Comprehensive Employment and Training Act; these programs continued ring the YEDPA years.
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